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plete survey of these holdings has never been undertaken, but com- 
ments from scholarly patrons indicate that the Library's collections 
in the areas of Dutch history and literature are among the most 
extensive in the United States. 

The Dutch collections in the Library date back to 1867, when 
the exchange of public documents for the publications of foreign 
governments was provided for by a joint resolution of Congress. l 
The Netherlands was among the first countries to cespond to such 
an exchange. These official publications contain much valuable 
information in regard to the history, legislation, statistics, and 
general condition of the country. In July 1899, the Library began 
to acquire a large body of Dutch literature rich in original historical 
and literary materials. 2 By 1901, 952 volumes dealing with the 
Netherlands were reported by the Librarian. 3 

According to the Report for 1912, the Library made its first 
systematic effort to strengthen its collections on European history 
with a number of noteworthy acquisitions to fill gaps by purchase. 
The American Historical Association's Check List was used to build 
the collections of source material relating to European history. 4 
In 1926, the position of European representative to the Library 
was established with an office in Paris and with responsibility for 
acquiring material from England, France, Holland, and Spain. 5 
Want lists on various subjects, e.g., history, economics, general 
literature, etc., were sent to Paris. This office established contacts 
with dealers, collectors, scholars, and learned institutions. 6 It also 
acquired materials for the Library's resources on American history 



1 Annual Report of 'the Librarian of Congress (ARLC), 1867, p. 5. 
- ARLC, 1901, p. 75. 
:1 Ibid., p. 302. 

4 ARLC, 1912, p. 27-28. 

5 ARLC, 1926, p. 7. 
fi Ibid., p. 29-30. 



Netherlands and the Netherlands East Indies, ihe Unit s first major 
product was a 1945 bibliography on the Netherlands East Indies. 
A Guide to Dutch Bibliographies was published in 1951, although the 
Netherlands Studies Unit had been discontinued in 1947. 8 In 1958, 
the Library staged an exhibition entitled "Early Printed Books of 
the Low Countries," which included some 200 titles drawn from 
the Library's collections. 9 

The present bibliography is a guide to reference works from and 
about the Netherlands. The entries are arranged under the following 
subject headings: 

Bibliographies and Reference Works 

Description and Travel 

Economy 

Intellectual and Cultural Life 

Politics and Government 

Religion 

Society. 



7 ARLC, p. 228-229. 

8 United States. Library of Congress. Netherlands Studies Unit. A guide to Dutch 
bibliographies. Washington, D.C., 1951. iii, 193 p. 

9 United States. Library of'Congress. Early printed books of the Low Countries from the 
LessingJ. Rosenwald Collection. Washington, D.C. 1958. vi, 37 p. illus., map. 
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